THE INTERNATIONAL HOUSE
PROGRAM OF
JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY
WHAT IS THE INTERNATIONAL
HOUSE PROGRAM ?
THE INTERNATIONAL ENDOWMENT
FOUNDATION, INC.
WHO SUPPORTS THE INTERNATIONAL
HOUSE PROGRAM?
HOW ARE STUDENTS SELECTED?
I

ACTIVITIES & OUTCOMES

OUR PROGRAM

Congressman Bill Nichols visits International House.

The International House Program was
begun in 1946. The first group of foreign students consisted of five students
from France. In the beginning, the program was primarily concerned with languages and was under -t he supervision
ofthe Department of Foreign Languages .

The International House Prog ram is approved by the Department of State for
cultural exchange, information, understanding and appreciation. Though emphasis is still placed on languages, greater emphasis is now placed on the overall aspects of cultural understanding .

The program has had four homes - a
basement room in Bibb Gra ves Hall was
the first. Next, there was the white
frame bungalow located on campus
near Bibb Gra ves Hall . In 1953, a small
brick bungalow was built - providing
offices and dining facilities . The present
International House w as constructed in
1964 at a cost of $350,000.00 and provides offices, social director apartment,
living rooms , dining rooms, recreation
facilities and housing for forty st udents .

Currently, there are forty members of
the program, twenty American students
and twenty foreign . There are twenty
male and twenty female . All are full time
students at Jacksonville State University.
Truly the International House Program
provides "A Window Opening on the
World" for students at Jacksonville
State Uni ve rsity. The program has bee n
called a "Zoo" - a little United Nations a laboratory in human relationships.

Mrs. A. C. Michaels, Chairman, Board of Trustees of International· Endowment Foundation
(Third from Tight) welcomes newly named trustees.
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This is an organization - non profit and tax exempt - which was begun in 1953. It is made up
of business, professional and civic minded men
and women . The late Colonel Harry M. Ayers,
long time publisher of the Anniston Star was instrumental in forming this organization and
served as the first. chairman.
It w as through the efforts of this group that
funds w ere provided to construct the first International House at Jacksonville State in 1953.
Likewise, this organization, under the chairmanship of Colonel C. W. Daugette, Jr., of Gadsden
spearheaded the fund raising campaign to build
the present International House. It is significant
that there w ere no ta x funds used in the construction of the present International House. This
group also prov ided the furniture for the house.
Mrs . A. C. Michaels of Gadsden and Mrs. E. D.

King of Anniston were in charge of furnishings.
The International Endowment Foundation has
as its major function, the financial support of
the International House Program. The organization meets annually. Each member of the organization pledges to contribute and/ or secure a
minimum of $300.00 for support of the International House Program each year.
This organization is responsible for providing
funds for scholarships for the foreign students
to come as members of the International House
Program and attend Jacksonville State University.
The current goal of this organization - now that
current physical facilities are adequate and paid
for - is to establish ample endowment funds so
that proceeds from said funds will provide annual and continuing support for the program .
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Left: Alabama Federated Women's Clubs Reception at
Statewide Conference held at International House - left to
right - John Stewart, Mrs. Hou ston Cole, Mrs. Wilmer Bullock, Mrs. Dan Waite, Mrs . L. D. Pearce, past president of
General Federation of Women's Clubs and Dr. Houston Cole,
President of Jacksonville State University.
Left Below: Nanda Menon - India - recipieJt,t of District
686 Rotary Internationa l Scholarship to International House
shown with Rotary District Governor Edwin Van Keuren
(right) and Di3trfot Governor Nominee Ralph Langford.
Below: Miss Sigridur Hardardottir of Iceland being told by
Mrs . Dan Waite, Prresident.,of Alabama Federated Women's
Clubs that she has been awarded A.F.W.C. Scholarship.
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SUPPORTERS
There are many organizations, groups, industries, businesses and individuals
who give of time and substance to provide the necessary funds for the
International House Program. Some of these are:
Jacksonville State University
The International Endowment Foundatton
District 686 - Rotary International
Alabama Federated Women's Clubs
Pilot International
In addition, support is received from various Rotary Clubs throughout Alabama, from many Women's Clubs and from various civic, educational and
religious organizations throughout the state. Also support comes from
individuals and from area businesses and industries .
The "Friends of International House", an organization to which many people
belong, and contribute annual dues, provides support.
The International House Program has been the recipient of much support
through a number of bequests.
All contributors and contributions are gratefully appreciated.

A student Seminar on topic of Religions. Represented are Moslem, Lutheran, Greek. Orthodox, Jewish,
Buddist, Hindu, Confucianism, Catholic and Protestant.

STUDENTS SELECTED
How does an. American student become a member of the
International House Program? Does a student have to
be majoring or minoring in languages? What does it
cost? Questions, questions, questions, and some answers.
There are approximately ten American women students
and ten American men students in the program at all
tim es. Generally, there are some freshmen, sophomores,
juniors and seniors. Students from all college curricula
are accepted. An attempt is made to ha ve the American
students from varying geographical areas of Alabama
and the South. Efforts are made so that the American
students in the program represent a good cross section
of all the students of Jacksonville State.
American students take a full academic load in their
chosen field of study. In addition, they participate in a
variety of activities-with all foreign students-so as to
get to know the cultures from abroad-as wel l as giving
the foreign student an opportunity to observe our American culture first hand.
Each American student in the program pays his college
expenses. No American student receives any scholarship
aid. There are no extra fees and / or charges for being
a member of the International House Program.
Ea ch foreign student is selected from appl icat ions received from individuals, and from the Institute of International Education. Also, former foreign students make

recommendations ; as do Rotary Clubs, the Mid East Student Association, the Korean-American Foundation and
others.
Each foreign student is on scholarship. This scholarship
consists of fees, room and board, minimum funds for
incidental expenses such as laundry, etc., sickness and
accident insurance. No foreign student receives any funds
from the International House Program Scholarship for
travel from his home country to the United States and
Alabama. In some cases nominal sums are allotted to
aid in return tra ve l from the United States to the student's home country.
Each foreign student comes to the International House
Program on a "J" t ype visa-a cultural exchange visa
and is required to return to his home country at the completion of the scholarship. so as to share his experiences
with his fellow students and countrymen.
Each International House Program Scholarsh ip is for one
year. Some are renewed for a second year. No student
receives a scholarsh ip for more than two years .
Foreign students are required to take a minimum of
twelve semester hours of academic work . They are also
required. as a condition of t_heir scholarship to take part
in a series of forums, seminars and social events-and
to appear before civic, community, educationa l and religio~s grOUf?S to share their knowledge, customs, cultures
and 1mpress1ons.
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, Left: A Rotary Exchange Study Team from Australia Each member of the International House Programvisits International House.
both American and foreign takes a full academic
load at Jacksonville State University.
Left Below: Attorney Hugh Merrill, Chairman of These students also take part in many varied activiJacksonville State University Board of Trustees diii- ties-all designed to improve cross cultural knowcusses the court system of the United States with ledge, understanding and appreciation.
group of foreign students.
There is the monthly Dinner Forum series. All students attend these dinner meetings. Usually, there
Below: Christmas Time
is a speaker-and invited guests. The Forum topics
may range from American Foreign Policy-as presented by an Ambassador from our Department
of State-to music from Broadway-as sung by a
local soprano. There are nine such events held
each academic year.
The Student Seminar is of significant interest to all
students. This is a student planned event-where
members of the program meet for informal, candid
and sometime heated discussion. Topics may vary
from dating-to food-religion-or most any other
topic which comes to the students' minds.
A series of social events-held once a month receives special attention. These include a cook-out,
a swim party, a formal dance, a Christmas gift exchange, a square dance, and a picnic.
International House Program students also provide
programs to many, many, area civic, community,
educational and religious groups. These programs
are often of a serious nature-but sometime include
folk singing and dancing.

ACTIVITIES
H is through these activities that all students of the International
House Program get to know the cultures of each other's country
as well as to share knowledge and experience w ith the citizens
of the Jacksonv ille State University area and Alabama.
The annual United Nation's Day Tea-held each year serv es as
an " Open House." The g~neral public is al w ays welcome at
this event.
There are approx imatel y 220 former foreign_ me_mbers of _the
International House Program. These people li ve· 1n some six t y
countries of the w orld. Each of these persons spent a minimum
of one year at Jacksonville State. Others remained for tw':' or
three y ears, while a few have received their B.S. D_egree here.
Certainly, not all former members serve as good will ambassadors for Alabama and the United States but there are many
who do.
What do these students do when they return to their home
countries? Here are some examples-an outstanding Austrian
law y er; a teacher of English at the University of New Delhi
in India ; a Ph.D. in Criminology working in Sweden; an ex ecutive translator in an American company in Belgium; a bank ex ecutive in Paraguay; a producer of television programs for the
South American sector of Voice of America-originally from
Peru-now residing in Washington; a law student in Germany; a
bilingual secretary in France; a history teacher in Australia; a
minister in Englan_d and many, many - more who in their daily

li ves share a peculiar knowledge of Alabama with their fellow
wo rkers and countrymen.
In the case of American students w ho we re members, the re
are those who are teachers, foreign tr ave lers, members of the
Peace Corps, docto rs, la wye rs, mi ss ionaries, ministers, foreign
se rvice officers, salesmen and housew ives.
Paraphr asi ng a quote from Henry Adams " The International
House Program affects eternity. You can nev er tell w here the
influence stops."
I desire to be a part of this " People to Peopl e" exp eriment in human relations. I enclose m y contribution of

$,_ _ _ _ _ __
Name,_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Street or Bo,..__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _State_ _ _ _ __ ip Code _ _ __

For Further

Information Contact:

JOHN R. STEWART, DIRECTOR
INTERNATIONAL HOUSE PROGRAM
JACKSONVILLE STATE UNIVERSITY
JACKSONVILLE, ALABAMA 36265

